Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
rficer Involved Shooting 


Report Date: 


1/10/99 


Bureau/Station/Facility: 
Century Station 


Incident Information 
Date: 


Admin. Invest.? не [| 


URN: Time: 


099-80003-2112-055 1/10/99 0150 
|City or Station: Lynwood Nature of Incident: Deputies responded to a family disturbance, man 
peu = Fenwood Avenue ith a gun call. Deputies found the armed suspect who fired upon 


the deputies striking two of them. Deputies returned fire fatally 
Iwounding the suspect. 


Location Type Lighting (circle only one): Incident Type (circle one or more): Initiated by (circle only one): 
(circle one or more): Darkness nial Arrest Warrant 
Backyard Daylight < 
асі Fleei Observation 
ing Suspect 
Business. Street Lights. Foot Pureuk One Person Unit 
indus Gun Take Away Ови: аа 
А earch Warrant 
Park Weather (circle only one) момго ede Two Person Unit 
Parking Lot iniper/Ambus 
Residence. Cloudy Startle 
Fe Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one) 
Rural og les 
School Rain Traffic Stop etective 
Street Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
one: Unintentional Other 
———— Distance: Vehicle Pursuit 
Warrant Service. 
[Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect 
34 4 Өй. ee Aero Unit? Canine Unit? 


Employee Witnesses 
Employee # Last Name First Name Mi. 


ShiftTime (circle only one): if (circle only one): 

EM m Day [сл Overtime Off Duty 
ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one) 
PM Огу ENIM off Duty 


[ShiftTime (circle only one): — |ShiftType (circle only one): 
EM РМ Day Regular Overtime Off Duty 


Employee # Last Name First Name МІ 


Employee # Last Name First Name м1. 


Non-Employee Witnesses 


Last Name See Attached List First Name MI 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name. MI. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Tast Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Supervisors 
Employee # Last Name First Name (circle one or more): 


Witness to shooting 


Hollowell Ben Involved in shooting 


Employee # First Name (circle one or more): 
О 


Witness to shooting 
Frank Present during shooting Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 


Watch Commander 
First Name 


SH# 1240801 
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Officer Involved Shooting ^ URN:  099-800032112055 — 


Page 2 of 7. 
Rollout Information 
Arrival Date Arrival Time Date Submitted Date of Recommendation 
1/10/99 0355 5/12/99 
Ne 

Employee # LastName Abner Fist Roberta MI 

Last Ne 
Eevee * as ате Romero Nam Henry МІ 
Employes # Last Name 


Fi T 
Colton NamMichael M 
Shooting / Force Information 


Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
‘Arwen Other Weapon: Vehicle 
Baton:(Contro!) Other Weapon: Blunt Object our wo ane” 
Baton:(Impact) Other Weapon: Other Э AR А 
Bodily Fluids Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) um bti bu P атт 
Canine Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) Complaint of Pain GK Back 
Carotid Restraint Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
Choke Hold @ Personal Weapon (Push) Dosh , (CH) Chest 
Control Holds:(Control Techniques) Personal Weapon (Other) Dislocation (Œ) Elbow 
Control Holds:(Team Takedown) Resistance Dog Bite (FA) Face 
Control Holds:(Takedown) Restraint Device (Capture Net) Fractures (FE) Feet 
Chemical Restraint Device (Handcuffs) Gunshot ly Fingers 
Chemical Agents (OC Spray) Restraint Device: Hobble (Legs Only) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (TP) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) Lacerations (GR) Groin 
Explosives Restraint Device: REACT Belt Nerve Damage (HO) Hand 
Firearm (Handgun) Sap Organ Damage (HE) Head 
Firearm (Rifle) Shield _ Paralysis (H) нр 
Firearm (Shotgun) 37mm Stinger Puncture Wound (IN) ^ Internal 
Firea ©те) Sting Ball Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Кпееѕ 
E бошоо N Neck 
wor Weapon: Edged (SH) ^ Shoulder 
Refused Med Treatment | (WR) Wrist 
Iver Johnson 
Jennings NONE 
Lorcin ‘Smith & Wesson 
Browning Luger ‘Sturm Ruger 
Charter Arms (MA) Marlin (ST) Stering 
Colt (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus 
БО шне (NC) NCI aka SKS (WE) Weatherby 9mm (24) 243 caliber (41) 410 guage 
i NA) North American (WN) Winchester 40mm (25) 25caliber (44) 44 саїрег 
Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government 12 guage: - (Q0) 1300 camber = - A5 caliber 
Hi Standard (RA) Raven (ҮҮ) Handmade (Inmate) 20 guage G5); 357 овраг. (И. 60 mm 
H&K (RM) Remington (XX) Homemade (Non-nmate) [(21) -22-250 (36) 30-80 caliber (SL) Slug 
idola (RG) RG (02) Other Brand (22) 22 caliber (38) .38caliber (WW) Other caliber 


(23) .223 caliber (40) .40 caliber 


Ammunition? 


Type of Injury 
(YIN) (Code) 


Body Part 
(Code) 


GS 


GS 
GS 


GS 


GS 


GS 


GS 


GS 


GS 


<|<|<|<|<|<|<|<|<|< 


<|<|<|<|<|<|<|<|<|< 


GS 
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Officer Involved Shooting 
Involved Employee Information 
099-80003-2112-055 
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Involved Employee 


Employee LastName Fist Nene 
E1 Emm Garcia Alfonso 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc): 
M H B-1 Century 212B 
[ShitTime (cirele only one — | Shifflype (circle only оле} " Substance Used: 
©). Ри sper ous 1 O DO Intoxication/Drug Usage’ 
Coroner Case # 
Hospital Admission? Heer Name Coroner Case? [x] roner catt 59.00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Аде: Weight Weight Plain Clothes wi Vest Uniform no Vest 
33 509 210 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date ER PPC Qualification Date: mi Laser Training Date: = 
Certified with Weapon Used? & Patrol Certification? Ж Реан Unit mm | —— nia | 
Field Training Officer Emp # mm a First Name MI 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI. 
Employee # Last Name First Name MI 
Е2 | pum Bonas Steven 
Sex .. Race Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc): 
M w DSG Century 212B 
ShitTime (circeoniyone; — | ShiRType (circle only one) саса Substance Used 
toxication/Drug Usage 
@ PM Doy Omne ON Duy 
С П 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: | Coroner Case? Dx] "к пема -00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting | Duly Time (oro) [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors 
Plain Clothes no Vest Кака Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest Шмот no Vest 
30 509 190 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: =z PPC Qualification Date: Em | Laser Training Date: E 
Certified with Weapon vr | | Patrol Certification? m iaa Unk m | Prior Shootings? [ | | Number of Prior Shootings: = 
Field Training Officer Emp # — Last Name EM First Name = 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Employee # Last Name FirstName МІ 
Ез) БЕН Goodwin David 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc) 
M Ww. DSG Century 212 
ShitTime (circle only oney | SNIRType (circle only оле} FEEDBURNER Substance Used: 
Intoxicat rug Usage’ 
Є Рм озу Overtime Off Duty 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [X] Corner А -00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: Duty Time (теј. [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
14 PlainClothesno Vest — Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age Height Weight: Plain Clothes wi Vest Омот no Vest 
28 511 170 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: Ен PPC Qualification Date m Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon m | Patrol Certification? m [Certification Unit: EB | ^ m Number of Price Shootings: |=] 
Fa ang Сое "Rail a ШШШ М1. 
ей Tang Опок Ете py Таз! Пате EM First Name = мІ 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 


See Other Side 


r Officer Involved Shooting 
Involved Employee Information 
099-80003-2112-055 
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Involved Employee 
Employee # Last Name First Name M. 
64 | 8 Kovach Charles 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc. ): 
M Ww DSG Century 212D 
[ShiftTime (circle only one} — | ShiftType (circle only one) Substance Used 
QU mw. De Guano Onin Intoxication/Drug Usage? [ ] 
* 
Hospital Admission? [_] HAMO | Coroner Case? [X] Corner Came So. -00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only опе). Other Factors: 
95 Plain Clothes по Vest Как Jacket w/ Vest 
Age Height Weight: Plain Clothes w/ Vest — Uniform no Vest 
603 235 | паа Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: m PPC Qualification Date [ 1 Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon m i Patrol Ceriication? | [Certification Uni: Em | Prior Shootings? [| Number of Prior Shootings: m 
Field Training Officer Emp # = Last Name = First Name == Г 


Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Employee # Last Name First Мате __ MI 
ES 1] Conley Richard 
Sex Race Rank Unit Assignment Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc) 
M w DSG Century 214 
ShiftTime (circle only one). _ | ShiftType (circle only one): Substance Used 


@ў) тм оу Overtine Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 


Hospital Admission? [ ] | Hospital Name: | Coroner Case? [x] Corner D -00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Где: Height Weight: Plain Clothes w/ Vest — Uniform no Vest 
29 509 185 | Raid Jacket no vest 
Range Qualification Date: ES PPC Qualification Date: Em | Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon | | Patrol Certification? [| [eem Unt m | Prior shootings? Number of Prior Shootings: ps] 
Field Training Officer Emp # E Last Name = First Name иш MI 


Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Employee # Last Name First Name МІ 
Е6 Laren Shannon 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment. [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
M w B-1 Century 214A 
[ShifTime (circle only one; — | ShiffType (circle only one) Substance Used: 
Ei бы | Rapier бст себі Intoxication/Drug Usage? [ ] Й А 
Hospital Admission? Ноева Mame: | Coroner Case? [Ж] xm purs vide { Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting | Duty Time (hrs [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
9 Plain Clothes по Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height ‘Weight Plain Ciothes wi Vest Uniform no Vest 
35 509 170 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: = PPC Qualification Date: 1 Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon User | Patrol Certification? m Certification Unt MEME | Prior Shootings? [x] | Number of Prior Shootings: — 4 


Field Training Officer ro И Last Name | First Name ES MI 


Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 


Officer Involved Shooting 
Involved Employee Information 


099-80003-2112-055 


Page 5 of 7 
Involved Employee 
Ет | Employes # Last Name FirstName МІ 
+ Vera Elizer 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc): 
M H B-1 Century 216 
[ShifiTime (circle only one). — | ShifiType (circle only one). E Substance Used: 
CD тм Day он ONIN Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
y 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? Coroner m So -00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
8 Plain Clothes по Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
[Age Height Weight Рап Clothes w/Vest — Unform no Vest 
31 602 225 | Raid Jacket no vest Uniform w Vest > 
Range Qualification Date: ш РРС Qualification Date: HH | Laser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon v" | Patrol Certification? Й 0970" Unt Em Prior Shootings? [Ж] | Number of Prior Shootings: и 
Field Training Officer Emp # mm Last Name = First Name | Mi 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI 
= в | Employee # LastName —— First Name MI 
H Geisbauer Anthon) 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc) 
M w DSG Century _ 212F 
ShiftTime (circle only one): ShiftType (circle only one): Substance Used: 
mí ре Rede" FDA Intoxicatior/Drug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? Dx] Sonner, “0050-00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs [Clothing (cire only one) Other Factors 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vost — Uniform no Vest 
32 511 210 | Raid Jacket no Vest 
Range Qualification Date: [ | PPC Qualification Date: mmm | Laser Training Date: = 
Certified with Weapon usea | Patrol Coritcaton? [Certification Unit =) Prior Shootings? m Number of Prior Shootings: m 
Field Training Officer Emp # mm Last Name і First Name MI. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Employee it Last Name First Name . MI 
Е9 | Espeleta Francis 
‘Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
M F B-1 Century 212F 
ShiftTime (circe олу опе}: — | ShiftType (circle only one} : Substance Used: 
tM Ф) Dey ой. OUS Intoxicatior/Drug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? Hosotal wens: | Coroner Case? [x] | Coroner: Cae 90028 5 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
7 Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest — Unform no Vest 
33 507 160 | Raid Jacket no vest 
Range Qualification Date ш PPC Qualification Date: EN Laser Training Dale: 
Certified with Weapon Used? d [Certification Unit: E | Prior Shootings? [XX] Number of Prior Shootings: — 4 
Field Training Officer Emp # mm Last Name mm ui Mi 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 


See Other Side 


, Officer Involved Shooting 
™ Involved Employee Information 
URN: . 099-80003-2112-055 
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Involved Employee 
Employee Last Name First Name M 


— Thrall lan 
Sex Race Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit ®, Module, etc) 
M Ww DSG Century 216B 
ShifTime (circle only one; — | ShiRType (circle only one} - n Substance Used: 
рі má Koa осе оро Intoxication/Drug Usage’ 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [XX] Coroner cae -00285 Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep Khor to shooting:| Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age Height Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest Unform no Vest 
27 603 180 | Ra Jacket no vest 
Range Qualification Date: Ea PPC Qualification Date mm | Laser Training Date: 
Cerifed with Weapon Used? |] | Patroi Сеписазоп? Ж Е ‘cation Unit | Prior Shootings? | NUP" of Prior Shootings: a 
Field Training Officer Emp # == Last Name = First Name = MI 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name МІ 
Employee # Last Name First Name MI. 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc) 
[ShitTime (eirele only ono; | ShiffType (circle only one) F Substance Used: 
EM "PM dS Day fd Duis ООЧУ. Intoxication/Drug Usage? [ ] 
y 
Hospital Admission? Hotel мате: Coroner Case? ferner owe Interviewed? 
Firs of sleep prior fo shooting: | Duty Time (hrs: [Clothing (eire only one) Other Factors 
Plain Clothes no Vest Rad Jacket w Vest 
Age: Height: Weight Plain Clothes w/ Vest — Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Dale: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? [ ] _|ertification Unit Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Shootings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
к | Employee # Last Name First MI 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc) 
ShitTime (circle only one). — | ShifT ype (circle only one) - Substance Used: 
EM рм Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxicalion/Drug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? [ ] | Hospital Name: | Coroner Case? oon Cene t Interviewed? 
Firs of sleep prior to shooting: [Duty Time (hrs): [Clothing (circle only оле) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
[Age Height Weight Рап Clothes w Vest — Unform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform w/ Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Dale: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? оше Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Soctinat: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 


SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 


Officer Involved Shooting urn:  099-800032112.055 — 
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Suspect Information Ta 


Suspect Information 


5 | Last Name 

АКА Last Name 

Sex: Race: Street Address: Ci tate & Zip Code 

M H ШШ Fernwood Ave ud Lynwood CA 90262 

Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security # Driver's License # 

Age: D.O.B. Height: Weight FBI# Cl 

ле °°* — |" 503“ в 
Booking # Primary Charge ‘Secondary Charge: 
N/A N/A 

Coroner case? [X] Coroner Case 6.00268 Inoccatonong Usage? [X] Substance Used: |. hol 

Armed? DX] Apprehended? [X] | мета ness? Criminal History? [X] 
Vehicle Make Model: Year 

[s |Last Name First Name MI 

AKA Last Name First Name MI 
Sex Race: Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License if 

‘Age: оов Height: Weight | * [TI 

Booking # Primary Charge ‘Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? Coroner Case # Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used 

Armed? Apprehended? Mental liness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year: 


Last Name First Name MI 

АКА Last Name First Name Mi 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License # 

Age: D.O.B. Height: Weight: | FBI# cue 

Booking # Primary Charge Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? Coroner Cose v Intoxicatior/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 

Armed? Apprehended? Mental Iliness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model: Year. 

а) 

Last Nam irst Name MI 
АКА Last Name First Name м1. 
Sex Race: Street Address: City tate & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 

Age: DOB. Height Weight: ЕВГЕ СИ 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? [cere Suet Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Med. 

‘Armed? [ ] |  Apprehended? Mental lliness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year: 
 SH-R-438A rev. 3/97 See Other Side 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Sunday, January 10, 1999, Sergeant's Henry Romero and Mike Colton and Lieutenant 
Roberta Abner of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to the city of Lynwood to investigate 
an officer involved shooting by Century Station personnel. Homicide Lieutenant David Dietrich 
briefed the responding personnel. This review of the incident is based on the briefing, witness 
interviews, 911 tape, Homicide investigation, and related reports (099-80003-2112-055) 
contained in this use of force report. 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 

Deputies responded to the location regarding a “family disturbance, man with a gun call.” The 
informant was the suspect’s Ml. Before arriving on the scene, deputies were informed the 
suspect left the location. Deputies checked the area and located the suspect on the north 
embankment of the 105 freeway, directly the street from his home. He was armed with a 
shotgun and appeared to be holding a hostage. Deputies ordered him to drop his weapon. 
Instead he fired on the deputies striking two of them. Deputies returned fire fatally wounding 
him. 


SUSPECT 


(DOB MED is a five-feet seven-inches, one-hundred and thirt 
who was under the influence of cocaine and alcohol the night of the incident. 


DEPUTIES 


GARCIA, Alfonso 


GOODWIN, David 
KOVACH, Charles 


LAREN, Shannon 


GEISBAUER, 
Anthony 


THRALL, Ian 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 1 LA.B. SH1240801 


М bd 


PRELUDE TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT 

Sunday, January 10, 1999, at 0148 hours, Century Station desk personnel received a 9-1-1 hang- 
up call from Informant FH/DOB -| Fernwood Avenue, # , 
Lynwood, CA 90262), the suspect's When desk personnel called back, the informant 
reported she had two problems, her friend and herf. She reported they had taken her car and 
her cell phone, apparently without her permission, and she wanted them arrested. She described 
the subject, her sixteen-year-old Баара as crazy, оп probation, and a marijuana 
smoker. Additionally, she said he could hear him arming himself with his shotgun. Suddenly, 
desk personnel, over the phone, heard the subject screaming in the background saying, *. .. Pm 
going to kill you mother fuckers. Fuck the world . . .” Desk personnel dispatched the call as a 
“family disturbance, man with a gun call.” 


Ба remained on the line, at the behest of the 911 operator, and described the subject's 
clothing as a blue sweatshirt and baggy dark blue pants. She added, the armed subject had run 
out of her home and she believed he was headed to the parking lot in front of the apartment 
complex. EEE informed the operator she found a Remington 12 gauge shotgun shell by her 
front door, apparently dropped by her. She finally informed the operator that the deputies 
were in front of her home, however, the 911 operator again requested she remain on the line with 
them. The operator informed her deputies could not locate her | in front and were searching 
the immediate area. 


Century Units 212B (Deputies Bonas and Garcia), 212T5 (Deputy Smeltzer), 212 (Deputy 
Goodwin), 212D (Deputy Kovach), 212F (Deputies Espeleta and Geisbauer) all acknowledged 
“the family disturbance, man with a gun call.” As the units coordinated their response to the call, 
desk personnel, via L-Tac, advised the responding units that the subject, who was now standing 
in the middle of the street, was armed with a shotgun and pointing it at his Additionally, 
he was last seen walking west on Fernwood Avenue. Deputies Garcia and Bonas had the handle 
on the call and requested all responding units to meet at Platt Avenue and Bullis Road, which is 
one street north of Fernwood Avenue and Bullis Road. Deputies Goodwin and Kovach were the 
first to arrive at the predesignated location so Garcia told them to roll in and look for the subject. 
Garcia also began assigning units to perimeter locations to contain the subject in case he ran. 


Deputies Kovach and Goodwin drove to the location of the call and initially detained a male 
Hispanic wearing light clothing. They contacted desk personnel, via the radio, to obtain a 
description of the suspect's clothing. They were told the suspect was wearing a blue shirt and 
dark pants so they released the detainee. By this time, Bonas and Garcia were also on scene. 
Persons in front of the location, appearing to be family members based on their distraught 
appearance, could not provide the deputies with the suspect's whereabouts. As the deputies 
walked back to their radio cars, which were parked in front of the subject's home, Goodwin 
suggested looking for the suspect across the street, in the shrubbery filled freeway embankment 
ofthe 105 freeway. An open flat area leads to the chain link fence line where the freeway 
embankment begins. 


As this was occurring, Bold the 9-1-1 operator it sounded like the deputies had found her 


ЁШ because she could hear deputies yelling at someone. The 9-1-1 operator told her to remain 
on the line, however ымы she would be right back and placed the phone receiver 


down leaving the phone line open. She never returned to the phone. 


Deputies Kovach, Goodwin, Bonas and Garcia concentrated their flashlights along the freeway 
embankment, when they suddenly located the subject and a female (later identified as Witness 

[FH/17) crouched down among the brush of the embankment, directly he 
street from his apartment complex. When they were discovered, the subject and Witness 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 2 LA.B. SH1240801 


w м 


stood up. The deputies could clearly see the subject holding a weapon, which appeared to Бе a 
long black rifle. The deputies ran to the north side of their radio cars and immediately took 
positions of cover. ШЙ stood in front of the subject who had his left arm around gi 
shoulders. The subject appeared to be holding ostage or she was purposely standing in 
front of him. The deputies began screaming at the suspect to drop his weapon, but he responded 
with profanity, “fuck off.” Deputy Garcia, via the dispatch channel, immediately notified the 
other responding units and told them to back away from the corner of Fernwood Avenue and 
Bullis Road because the suspect was armed with a large black rifle and appeared to have a 
hostage. Meanwhile, other deputies continued yelling at the suspect to drop his weapon as the 
subject stood there defiantly. 


Garcia requested an air unit but was informed, by Sheriff's Communications, that all air units 
were down. As Garcia broadcast, deputies could be heard in the background yelling at the 
informant and other witnesses to get away. Garcia requested one unit to respond to the top of 
the freeway. At the time of the request Unit 214A, Deputies ES and Laren, were about thirty 
seconds away from the top of the westbound 105 freeway. Deputy Laren, who is 

ES arifle. Unit 216, Deputies Vera and Mayberry advised the station they were 
en route to pick up an AR-15, however, they were told to respond to the scene as both field 
sergeants were en route to the scene and had rifles in their cars. 


The suspect began traveling east along the lower portion of the embankment. Garcia, over the 
radio, warned units on Bullis Road that the subject was headed in their direction. Suddenly, the 
subject appeared to be walking up the embankment. However, because of the sound wall, 
deputies did not believe he could make it onto the freeway. 210L, Lieutenant James Lopez, who 
was rolling to the location, requested a shutdown of the 105 freeway's west bound lanes. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT £1 

The subject, still on the freeway embankment, held his weapon in his right hand, pointed it in a 
northeasterly direction, at about a 45? angle, toward the intersection of Fernwood Avenue and 
Bullis Road. Suddenly, without provocation, the subject fired one round. Deputies Francis 
Espeleta, Anthony Geisbauer (Unit 212F) and Jay Yelick, Ian Thrall (Unit 216B), were 
parked at the intersection and had taken cover behind their radio cars, when they saw the muzzle 
flash of the shotgun from the embankment. They felt the subject was shooting at them, however, 
they did not immediately return fire because the subject still had a hold of witness 


Deputies И and Richard Conley (Unit 214) were driving east on Fernwood Avenue, 
from Spruce Avenue, and stopped about four houses west of the location. Deputy Conley armed 
himself with a shotgun and began exiting the radio car when he and a= heard a shot. 

told Conley to take cover on the driver side of the radio car as he slowly drove toward 
the group of deputies in front of the location. 


Upon discharging his weapon, the subject either let go of the witness or she freed herself as she 
distanced herself from the subject. The subject ran up the embankment and disappeared into the 
foliage. Witness [i did not follow the subject into the foliage. The subject reappeared 
seconds later, standing behind] The suspect placed his left hand on the weapon, 
manipulated the slide to chamber another round, turned and faced the group of deputies who 
were in front of his home, and fired a round at the deputies in front of his home. Simultaneously, 
ШЕШ immediately began walking in a westerly direction, separating herself from the subject, a 
distance of at least five feet, before falling to the ground. As|lwalked away the suspect 
quickly manipulated the slide again and fired another round at the deputies. The deputies, 
Garcia, Bonas, Kovach, Goodwin, and the newly arrived Conley, who were using two of the 
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radio cars for cover, began returning fire in self defense. Deputies Geisbauer, Espeleta and 
Thrall also began firing in defense of their fellow deputies. 


LA.B. Note: See section titled Deputies, in this summary, for a description of all shots 
fired by Sheriff's personnel. Individual summaries of the each deputies 
statements can be found in the Homicide book (Exhibit E), pages 69-82. 


When the deputies returned fire, the subject ran up the embankment and into the foliage. A 
second or two later he reappeared, pointed the weapon at the deputies who again returned fire. 
The subject suddenly fell on the embankment and dropped his weapon during the fall. The 
deputies ceased firing. When Witness Й гсг1:2са the subject was down, she began conversing 
with him. 


Garcia, after he was fired upon by the subject, initially fired three rounds from his 9mm Beretta 
before running to the front of his radio car to seek greater cover behind the engine block. As he 
was running, he felt a hot sensation around the left side of his head. When he looked down, he 
saw the front of his shirt covered with blood. He advised, via the radio, he was injured. He 
looked up across the street and noticed the suspect lying on his back in the brush. Deputy 

upon seeing the injured deputy, immediately escorted Garcia to one of the radio cars 
and drove him to Saint Francis Hospital for treatment. 


The subject remained in this position for about twenty-five minutes. During that time, the 
subject stripped to his undershirt. When he was not conversing with Witness he was 
profanely responding to the deputies requests for him to surrender. He often responded with 
“fuck off" or by raising his arms and gesturing with his fingers in a profane manner indicating the 
same. Attimes he would lay flat on his back while other times he sat up to gesture to the 
deputies. He also seemed to be feeling the ground around him as if searching for the weapon he 
dropped. Also during this period, Deputies yelled at Witness ШЕШ jump the fence and 
separate herself from the subject. She failed to comply with their request and remained with the 
subject conversing with him. 


Since L.A.S.D. air units were down that evening, Long Beach Police Department’s Air Fox 2, 
responded to the incident and provided both illumination and updates of the subject’s 
movements. They arrived several minutes after the initial exchange of gunfire between the 
deputies and the subject. 


LA.B. Note: Individual summaries of the each Long Beach Officer’s statements can be 
found in the Homicide book (Exhibit E), pages 83-85. 


Meanwhile, deputies began setting up a command post at the old Lynwood High School. 
Lieutenant Lopez, who remained at Bullis Road and Fernwood Avenue, authorized the 
deployment of two AR-15's. Deputies Vera and Laren, two ae deputies, were 
given the rifles and they set up directly across the street from the suspect using the radio cars as 
cover. Deputy Kovak remained with Vera as a spotter while | | became a spotter for his 
partner Laren. The remaining personnel were advised that the AR-15's were the cover deputies 
in case the subject exhibited life threatening behavior toward them. 


Additionally, the lieutenant asked desk personnel to contact the California Highway Patrol (CHP) 
and the Department’s Special Weapons and Tactics Team (SWT). The request was for the 
Highway Patrol to close the westbound lanes of the 105 freeway and for the Special Weapons 
Team to respond to the scene for tactical deployment in the arrest of the subject. Both CHP and 
SWT agreed to Century Station’s request for assistance. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 4 LA.B. SH1240801 


During this time, deputies also noticed a hole in the fence, about thirty feet west of the subject 
and witness. A rescue plan was devised where Sergeant Frank Carey and Deputy Bonas, using 
a protective tactical shield, would approach the hole in the fence, from the west, and attempt to 
talk the witness out. Department personnel were concerned for her safety. With the air unit 
providing constant updates, the sergeant and deputy approached cautiously toward the whole in 
the chain link. After a few minutes of coaxing, the witness finally relented and walked toward 
the rescue team. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT £2 

As the witness began walking toward the rescue team, the air unit advised the subject was sitting 
up and appeared to have located his weapon. Both deputies armed with AR-15's and their 
spotters made the same observations. Suddenly, the subject slid his weapon across the top of his 
legs. He placed both hands on the weapon and began bringing the weapon up as if he was 
preparing to engage the deputies again. Deputies = and Kovak advised their partners of the 
suspect’s apparent act of aggression. Both Vera and Laren, fearing the suspect was preparing to 
fire his weapon again, each fired one shot at the subject. The subject fell back with his weapon 
laying across his body, and remained motionless for the remainder of the morning. The elapsed 
time between shootings was approximately twenty-seven minutes. 


When the Special Weapons Team arrived, they tactically approached the subject. They cut their 
own whole in the fence, approached the subject, and removed the weapon from his chest. They 
noticed several gunshots wounds and lack of vital signs. Paramedic Deputy Terry Ascherin, 
Emergency Services Detail, pronounced the subject dead at 0312 hours. 


WITNESS INTERVIEWS 

Investigators interviewed forty-five witnesses which included both the subject’s Mand 
Witness [J Both of them saw the initial shooting where the subject fired his weapon at the 
deputies and the deputies returning fire. In addition, MN also saw and heard the subject’s 
profane language and gestures. Neither one witnessed the second shooting. 


LA.B. Note: Individual summaries of both witnesses can be found in the Homicide 
book (Exhibit E), pages 73-75. 


Of the other forty-three witnesses who were interviewed, two witnessed the entire incident from 
the driveway оѓ Fernwood Avenue, approximately one hundred and forty three feet from 
where the subject lay. They were the subject's |. They also saw the subject initiate the 
first firefight by firing his weapon toward the deputies and heard the subject's subsequent 
profane language. Additionally, they saw the second shooting by the deputies. One saw him 
reaching for the weapon and the other saw the subject moving around when the deputies fired the 
second time. 


LA.B. Note: The witnesses were И Е н зо c i 50 ana 


their interviews can be found in the Homicide book (Exhibit E), pages 63- 
64. 


Another witness was found E I — | She said, from a distance of about two- 
hundred and fifty-five feet, that she heard the initial shots and looked outside to see the source of 
the shots. When she did, she saw Witness m: in front of the subject. The deputies 
told her to move and they shot the subject. She never saw the subject holding a weapon. When 
pressed for clarification, she terminated the interview citing a headache. 
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I.A.B. Note: Voc NN interview can be found in the Homicide 
book (Exhibit E), page 66. 


Four witnesses а! ME, from a distance of approximately two-hundred and 
eighty feet, said they witnessed the second shooting only. From their perspective, it appeared the 
subject was attempting to surrender because he kept raising his hands in the air. None of these 
witnesses saw the subject holding any weapon. Only one of these witnesses saw the subject 
gesturing profanely. 


LA.B. Note: These witness interviews can be found in the Homicide book (Exhibit E), 
pages 67-68. 


Of the remaining thirty six witnesses many heard the shots but did not go outside to investigate 
the source. Others looked out and saw the subject and Witness Жоп the freeway 
embankment, but because of the time lapse between the initial and second shooting many went 
back to bed and again only heard the second shooting. Many heard the deputies yelling 
commands but did not look outside to see who the commands were being directed to. 


INJURIES 
Deputy Garcia sustained a gunshot wound to his left temple. Fortunately, the shotgun pellet did 
not penetrate the skull. He was treated and released that same morning. 


Deputy Goodwin was also struck by a shotgun pellet fired by the subject. The pellet penetrated 
his shirt and grazed off his ballistic vest. He was not injured. 


The subject sustained thirteen gunshot wounds: nine 9mm rounds, one gunshot pellet, one piece 
of shrapnel, and two 223 rounds. Only the 223 rounds were considered fatal rounds. 


DAMAGED COUNTY PROPERTY 
Radio Car 1008, assigned as 212B - left rear flat tire. 


SUSPECT’S WEAPON 

The suspect’s weapon was a black Maverick (Serial ж шш 2 gauge shotgun loaded with 
two live rounds. Additionally, the subject had 54 live shotgun shells in his pant pockets. Thirty 
five shells were found in his right front pant pocket and nineteen shells were found in his left 
front pant pocket. Three additional live shotgun shells were found on the ground next to the 
subject's body. He fired four rounds as evidenced by the four expended shotgun shells also 
found next to the subject's body. The gun has no record on file. 


DEPUTY'S WEAPON 

Deputies who fired 9mm rounds were all armed with Department issued Beretta pistols. 
Shotguns that were fired were Department issued Ithaca shotguns. The AR-15 that were 
deployed were also Department issued. A total of thirty four shots were fired by personnel: 
twenty five 9mm rounds, seven shotgun rounds and two 223 rounds. All weapons were 
inspected by Homicide investigators to ascertain the number of rounds fired by each deputy. 


INVESTIGATOR’S NOTES 

The deputies were summoned to a “man with a gun call,” a high risk call that requires command, 
control and communication. The handling unit, Deputy Garcia, began to take control of the call 
at its inception. He designated a meeting spot so as not to send a lone car into the problem. As 
this was occurring, the problem began to escalate as the subject was no longer contained to his 
home, but was now in the street with the gun. When his assisting units informed him that two 
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cars were at the predesignated spot, he sent them in. Garcia continued coordinating his other 
units by sending them to locations that would form a perimeter around the area possibly 
containing the subject and raising the probability of capturing him. 


Initially, the responding units did not locate the subject. However, when they did locate him, 
Garcia again took control. He communicated his perception of the situation, an armed suspect 
holding a hostage (possible penal code violations 236 - false imprisonment, 12031 - carrying a 
loaded firearm in a public place, 417c - exhibiting a deadly weapon in a threatening manner in 
the presence of a peace officer). He provided constant updates pertaining to the subjects 
movement. 


Although the deputies were confronted with an armed suspect, the deputies, from a position of 
cover, used the only force they could use, verbal commands coupled with a show of force. This 
show of force included Units 212, 212D and 212B, a total of four armed deputies. The deputies 
were in a deadly force situation with a non compliant suspect. Therefore, the deputies were left 
in a position of reacting to the subject’s actions. 


Moments later, when the subject discharged his weapon, the deputies showed restraint in light of 
the perceived hostage next to the subject (penal code violation 246.3 - willfully discharging a 
firearm in a grossly negligent manner). The hostage appears to have separated herself from the 
subject somewhere between the subject’s second and third discharge (penal code violation 
66/187 - attempt murder). In essence, the deputies did not respond to the subject’s first two 
shots. When the deputies reacted, they responded with deadly force. 


Although the initial confrontation left the subject injured, he remained in a state of non 
compliance. The alcohol and cocaine in his system may have impaired the subject’s judgement. 
Nevertheless, the deputies were still in a state of reaction to the subject’s actions. 


Deputy Garcia, also injured in the initial exchange of gunfire, was taken to the hospital and 
Lieutenant Lopez immediately assumed control of the incident. He assessed the situation (what 
are the subject and hostage doing), gave specific orders (do not approach, shutdown the freeway), 
and gathered resources (sergeants to his location with AR rifles, CHP for shutdown of freeway, 
SEB for tactical operation, and an air unit for support.) Once the AR rifles arrived, he deployed 
them with two deputies. Lopez also tasked the Sergeants with the development of a plan 
that would separate the hostage from the subject. 


The second shooting is also instigated by the subject’s actions. The air unit initially saw the 
subject’s weapon at his feet. Then the subject slid down the embankment causing the air unit to 
lose sight of the weapon. The subject then deliberately took possession of the gun, which had 
been at his feet for the last twenty seven minutes, grasps the gun with both hands, one hand on 
the stock and one hand on the barrel, and begins to raise it. Based on the subject’s earlier 
actions, the deputies had every reason to believe the subject was about to engage in another 
firefight. That being the case, they also had every right to defend themselves and did so 
accordingly. 


It is apparent, by the amount of ammunition found on the subject, that he was prepared for a 
protracted firefight. Based on his age, he was in violation of penal code section 12101(b)(1) - 
minor in possession of live ammunition. 
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PENAL CODE SECTIONS 


835a. Any peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has 
committed a public offense may use reasonable force to effect the arrest, to prevent escape or to 
overcome resistance. 

A peace officer who makes or attempts to make an arrest need not retreat or desist from 
his efforts by reason of the resistance or threatened resistance of the person being arrested; nor 
shall such officer be deemed an aggressor or lose his right to self-defense by the use of 
reasonable force to effect the arrest or to prevent escape or to overcome resistance. 


196. Homicide is justifiable when committed by public officers and those acting by their 
command in their aid and assistance, either -- 


1. In obedience to any judgment of a competent Court; or, 

2; When necessarily committed in overcoming actual resistance to the execution of some 
legal process, or in the discharge of any other legal duty; or, 

3. When necessarily committed in retaking felons who have been rescued or have escaped, 


or when necessarily committed in arresting persons charged with felony, and who are fleeing 
from justice or resisting such arrest. 


197. Homicide is also justifiable when committed by any person in any of the following cases: 
1. When resisting any attempt to murder any person, ог to commit a felony, ог to do some 
great bodily injury upon any person; or, 

2. When committed in defense of habitation, property, or person, against one who 
manifestly intends or endeavors, by violence or surprise, to commit a felony, or against one who 
manifestly intends and endeavors, in a violent, riotous or tumultuous manner, to enter the 
habitation of another for the purpose of offering violence to any person therein; or, 

3. When committed in the lawful defense of such person, or of a wife or husband, parent, 
child, master, mistress, or servant of such person, when there is reasonable ground to apprehend ај 
design to commit a felony or to do some great bodily injury, and imminent danger of such design 
being accomplished; but such person, or the person in whose behalf the defense was made, if he 
was the assailant or engaged in mutual combat, must really and in good faith have endeavored to 
decline any further struggle before the homicide was committed; or, 

4. When necessarily committed in attempting, by lawful ways and means, to apprehend any 
person for any felony committed, or in lawfully suppressing any riot, or in lawfully keeping and 
preserving the peace. 


198. A bare fear of the commission of any of the offenses mentioned in subdivisions 2 and 3 o: 
Section 197, to prevent which homicide may be lawfully committed, is not sufficient to justify it. 
But the circumstances must be sufficient to excite the fears of a reasonable person, and the party 
killing must have acted under the influence of such fears alone. 
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The "reasonableness" of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of a 
reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight . . . The 
calculus of reasonableness must embody [490 U.S. 386, 397] allowance for the fact that police 
Officers are often forced to make split-second judgments - in circumstances that are tense, 
uncertain, and rapidly evolving - about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular 
situation. 


As in other Fourth Amendment contexts, however, the "reasonableness" inquiry in an excessive 
force case is an objective one: the question is whether the officers' actions are "objectively 
reasonable" in light of the facts and circumstances confronting them, without regard to their 
underlying intent or motivation. See Scott v. United States, 436 U.S. 128, 137-139 (1978); see 
also Terry v. Ohio, supra, at 21 (in analyzing the reasonableness of a particular search or seizure . 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT AL OF POLICY AND 
PROCEDURES, JULY 1997 


3-01/025.00 Use Of Force 
This section reinforces the Department's Core Values concerning reverence for human life. 


Force is defined as any physical effort used to control or restrain another, or to overcome the 
resistance of another. 


Department members are authorized to use only that amount of force that is objectively 
reasonable to perform their duties. "Objectively reasonable" means that Department members 
shall evaluate each situation requiring the use of force in light of the known circumstances, 
including, but not limited to, the seriousness of the crime, the level of threat or resistance 
presented by the subject, or the danger to the community, in determining the necessity for force 
and the appropriate level of force. Department members maintain the right to self-defense and 
deputy personnel have a duty to protect the lives of others. 


3-01/025.10 Unreasonable Force 


Department members shall use only that force which is objectively reasonable. Unreasonable 
force is that force that is unnecessary or excessive given the circumstances presented to 
Department members at the time the force is applied. Unreasonable force is prohibited. The use 
of unreasonable force will subject Department members to discipline and/or prosecution. 


Head strikes with an impact weapon are prohibited unless circumstances justify the use of deadly 
force. 
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3-01/025.30 Use of Firearms and Deadly Force 
The Department's policy on use of firearms and deadly force is: 


- Discharging a firearm at another human being is an application of deadly force and must, 
therefore, be objectively reasonable. Each deputy discharging a firearm must establish 
independent reasoning for using deadly force. 


- Department members may use deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of others, 
only when they reasonably believe that death or serious physical injury is about to be inflicted 
upon themselves or others. 


- Department members may use deadly force to effect the arrest or prevent the escape of a 
fleeing felon only when they have probable cause to believe that the suspect represents a 
significant threat of death or serious physical injury to the member or other person(s). If feasible, 
members shall identify themselves and state their intention to shoot before firing at a fleeing 
felon. 


- The use of firearms against fleeing or approaching vehicles has proven to be generally 
ineffective and inherently dangerous. Department members shall not fire at a moving vehicle, 
whether to disable the vehicle or to stop the suspect, unless they have probable cause to believe 
that the suspect represents an immediate threat of death or serious physical injury to the deputies 
or other person(s). Members shall take into account the location, vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
and any hazard to innocent persons before firing at a moving vehicle. Department members shall 
not place themselves or remain in the path of a moving vehicle. 


- The firing of warning shots is inherently dangerous. They should not be fired except 
under the most compelling circumstances. Warning shots may be fired in an effort to stop a 
person only when the Department member is authorized to use deadly force, and if the member 
reasonably believes a warning shot can be fired safely in light of all the circumstances of the 
encounter. 
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